Nishimachi International School

2-14-7 Moto Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 104-0046 Japan
tel +81-3-3451-5520/5538 fax +81-3-3456-0197
e-mailadmissions@nishimachi.ac.jp

Philosophy

Nishimachi believes that education should promote the well-rounded development of
individuals through the cultivation of their intellectual, creative, personal, social and
physical abilities. The school is committed to educating both Japanese and foreign
students to be international and independent thinkers. We believe that learning a second
language provides the opportunity to grow beyond a single culture. We believe that
classroom and co-curricular activities should foster sensitivity to, and respect for,
individual talents as well as differences. We believe that every student must learn to
function both as an individual and as part of a group. Our ultimate goal is that every
Nishimachi student learns to live harmoniously in, and contribute to, world society.

Admission Aims

Nishimachi is committed to a diverse student body. We aim through our admissions
process to:

* Achieve and maintain language and gender balance

* Provide for cultural diversity

e Identify that students will embrace our philosophy

* Determine if applicants can successfully participate in our academic program

Admissions Policy

e Grade placement is determined by Nishimachi’s Admissions Committee.

e Kindergarten applicants must be five years old by August 31 of the year they begin
Kindergarten at Nishimachi. Likewise, Grade 1 applicants must be six years old by August
31 of the year they begin Grade 1 at Nishimachi.

¢ Kindergarten applications must be received by October 31 to accommodate January
screenings.

e Applicants for Kindergarten are evaluated to assess their readiness to enter Nishimachi
Kindergarten program in accordance with the procedures described in the Admissions
Procedures overleaf.

e Grades 1 - 9 applicants must have the grade-level academic English in reading, writing,
speaking and comprehension before their application is considered for review.

* Selected applicants for Grades 1 -9 are screened to determine readiness for Nishimachi’s
program, and are required to have grade level proficiency in English and Mathematics.

e All students at Nishimachi must study Japanese, either as a first or additional language.
Japanese classes are structured according to Japanese language proficiency as determined
by Nishimachi. Prior attendance at a Japanese school does not guarantee placement in a
Japanese first language class at Nishimachi.
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Nishimachi Admissions Procedures

Kindergarten application process

e Applications for children of Nishimachi employees and alumni, siblings of currently enrolled students and
alumni should be submitted in late September of each year.

e Parents of applicants are strongly advised to attend the General Orientation in September prior to the start of
Kindergarten the following year.

* Applications are available for the general public at the General Orientation in September of each year.

e Applications and confidential student reference forms can also be obtained from the school’s web site
<http:/ /www .nishimachi.acjp>.

e Applications should be completed and returned to the Director of Admissions with the relevant supporting
documents. The Confidential Student Reference form must be completed by the applicant’s current or most
recent pre-kindergarten teacher and submitted directly to Nishimachi from the applicant’s current school.

* The Admissions Committee reviews all applications to determine applicants who will be invited to the
screenings. Some applications will be deferred for possible screening at a later date.

e Parents of selected applicants will be asked to visit Nishimachi International School for an interview in late
November or early December of each year. The interview time /date will be scheduled by the Director of
Admissions.

e Kindergarten screening will be held in January of each year. The Admissions Committee evaluates the child’s
readiness to enter the Nishimachi Kindergarten program.

* By late January of each year, parents are notified of the results of the screening by mail.

* A Wait List is created after the January screenings for any space that may become available.

e Kindergarten applicants who arrive in Japan after the January screening must complete and return the required
documentation to the Director of Admissions. Their applications will be reviewed by the Admissions Committee.

* Please note that the admission procedures provide a professional assessment which determines student

readiness for Nishimachi. Applicants including Nishimachi community members are not automatically
accepted. We expect that all applicants/community members respect our final decision and understand that
studying two languages is not appropriate for every student.

Applications for grade 1-9

* The following documents must be submitted to the Director of Admissions:

* Application form for Admission

-Report cards for the last two years of study

* Any recent Standardized test results

- Confidential Student References from current and past year homeroom teachers for Grade 1-5 applicants

- Confidential Student References from English/Social Studies teacher and Mathematics teacher for Grade
6-9 applicants

-Schools are asked to submit Confidential Student References directly to Nishimachi by fax, mail, email or
directly from the parents in a sealed envelope from the school.

- Copy of applicant’s birth certificate

- A family photograph

-Non-refundable application fee (The stamped receipt portion of the bank payment form, or a check made
payable to Nishimachi International School)

e Applications for the current school year are available at any time and will be processed by the Admissions
Committee.

* Applications for the following academic year are received at the beginning of each November. These will be
processed from the following January onwards.

e Applications are not prioritized by the date on which they are received. After the application documents are
reviewed by the Admissions Committee, the Director of Admissions contacts selected applicants to schedule the
in-person screenings and parent interview.

e Parents are normally interviewed at the time of screening by members of the Admissions Committee.

e After the Admissions Committee decision, parents are notified of the results by mail.

e Applicants who complete the screening process and are provisionally accepted will be placed on the Wait List
until a space becomes available.

e Students may be re-screened for academic readiness if a space opens after six months of the initial screening.

* Please note that the admission procedures provide a professional assessment, which determines student
readiness for Nishimachi. Applicants including Nishimachi community members are not automatically
accepted. We expect that all applicants/community members respect our final decision and understand that
studying two languages is not appropriate for every student.
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