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Home Sweet Matsukata House...
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As many of you know, Nishimachi has not had use of the Mat-
sukata House for the last year. Seismic tests conducted on the
building in 2008 revealed structural flaws that made it vulner-
able to earthquakes and hence unsafe to occupy. The walls and
floors needed extensive reinforcement to bring them into com-
pliance with current seismic standards. Under the guidance of
a team of architects and engineers, that work is already well
under way and expected to be completed by January 2010,

at which time the house will be functional again. Equally
gratifying is the fact that the original shape, look, and feel of
the house that nurtured and inspired generations of Nishimachi
students will be secured for another fifty years.

Nishimachi acknowledges its role as steward of an important
historical and cultural property and its debt to the Matsukata
family, which donated the house and land.

Thank you for donating funds to help secure the reinforcement
and renovation of the Matsukata House.

A list of all donors will be permanently displayed in the
Matsukata House.
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Matsukata House, kirie (paper-cut) by Ryosuke Ishida, circa 1982
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Matsukata House

* Minato-ku Designated Historical Building (since August
2000)

* Year of construction: 1921

* Architect: William M. Vories (1880—-1964), American

* Commissioned by: Shokuma & Miyo Matsukata, parents of
Nishimachi founder Tané Matsukata

* Structure: Three-story wooden colonial style with basement

* Builder: Takenaka Komuten (Takenaka Corporation)

Reinforcement/Renovation Details
* Estimated completion date: December 2009
* Cost: 150-170 million yen (less a possible subsidy from
Tokyo-to)
* Architectural consultants: Tomuro Atelier and Kenichi
Nakamura Kenchiku Kenkyusho
* Contractor: Taisei Kensetsu (Taisei Corporation)
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Ninety-Year Old House to Make Healthy Recovery... with Your Help

How to make donations
* Please make your U.S. dollar check payable to Nishimachi
International School Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organiza-
tion approved to receive tax-deductible gifts according to
Section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code.

* Nishimachi International School is a Tokutei Koeki Zoshin
Hojin and your gifts in Japanese yen may also be tax-deduct-
ible. Please bank transfer your gift to: Nishimachi International
School, Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ Bank, Azabu Branch,
Ordinary Account #0279620.

* Gifts may be made online using VISA or Mastercard. Please
visit <https://ssl.secureserv.jp/cgi-bin/nishimachi/en/giving/
form.cgi> to make your donation through PayPal.

Please contact the Development Office for more information.
Email: <development@nishimachi.ac.jp> phone: 03-3451-2167
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Thank You for Your Support

NORTH ELEVATION
MATSUKATA HOUSE
NISHIMACHI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
TOKYO, JAPAN

Matsukata House, north elevation, watercolor by Kiichiro Hagino, circa 2000
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Nishimachi International School
2-14-7 Moto Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-0046

Tel: 03-3451-2167 Fax: 03-3451-7551
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