
5.  Learning Goals - Japanese Language B Middle/Elementary School
Level 5Level 5

Standards: Interpretive (Understanding)
 

Learning Goals

Listening:
Understand limited matters regularly encountered in and out of school, 
even if they are not spoken deliberately (vocabulary, structures, 
pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, speed) so that the listener 
can understand.

Find learning grade-level appropriate materials independently and in 
group challenging, but with individualized instruction, understand them 
partially.

Reading:
Carry out reading aloud grade level appropriate materials such as 
explanatory texts and literary works, though re-read and mis-read and 
lacks fluency.

Find understanding details of contents challenging because of limited 
range of vocabulary, but understand gist and main points of grade-
level appropriate explanatory texts and literary works, with individual 
guidance.

Understand the main ideas of propositionally and linguistically complex speech on both concrete and abstract topics delivered in a 
standard dialect, including technical discussions in his/her field of specialization.

Listening:
Understand limited matters regularly encountered in and out of school, 
even if they are not spoken deliberately (vocabulary, structures, 
pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, speed) so that the listener 
can understand.

Find learning grade-level appropriate materials independently and in 
group challenging, but with individualized instruction, understand them 
partially.

Reading:
Carry out reading aloud grade level appropriate materials such as 
explanatory texts and literary works, though re-read and mis-read and 
lacks fluency.

Find understanding details of contents challenging because of limited 
range of vocabulary, but understand gist and main points of grade-
level appropriate explanatory texts and literary works, with individual 
guidance.

Follow extended speech and complex lines of argument provided the topic is reasonably familiar, and the direction of the talk is sign-
posted by explicit markers.

Listening:
Understand limited matters regularly encountered in and out of school, 
even if they are not spoken deliberately (vocabulary, structures, 
pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, speed) so that the listener 
can understand.

Find learning grade-level appropriate materials independently and in 
group challenging, but with individualized instruction, understand them 
partially.

Reading:
Carry out reading aloud grade level appropriate materials such as 
explanatory texts and literary works, though re-read and mis-read and 
lacks fluency.

Find understanding details of contents challenging because of limited 
range of vocabulary, but understand gist and main points of grade-
level appropriate explanatory texts and literary works, with individual 
guidance.

With some effort catch much of what is said around him/her, but may find it difficult to participate effectively in discussion with several 
native speakers who do not modify their language in any way.

Listening:
Understand limited matters regularly encountered in and out of school, 
even if they are not spoken deliberately (vocabulary, structures, 
pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, speed) so that the listener 
can understand.

Find learning grade-level appropriate materials independently and in 
group challenging, but with individualized instruction, understand them 
partially.

Reading:
Carry out reading aloud grade level appropriate materials such as 
explanatory texts and literary works, though re-read and mis-read and 
lacks fluency.

Find understanding details of contents challenging because of limited 
range of vocabulary, but understand gist and main points of grade-
level appropriate explanatory texts and literary works, with individual 
guidance.

Understand most radio documentaries and most other recorded or broadcast audio material delivered in standard dialect and can 
identify the speaker’s mood, tone, etc.

Listening:
Understand limited matters regularly encountered in and out of school, 
even if they are not spoken deliberately (vocabulary, structures, 
pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, speed) so that the listener 
can understand.

Find learning grade-level appropriate materials independently and in 
group challenging, but with individualized instruction, understand them 
partially.

Reading:
Carry out reading aloud grade level appropriate materials such as 
explanatory texts and literary works, though re-read and mis-read and 
lacks fluency.

Find understanding details of contents challenging because of limited 
range of vocabulary, but understand gist and main points of grade-
level appropriate explanatory texts and literary works, with individual 
guidance.

Understand articles and reports concerned with contemporary problems in which the writers adopt particular stances or viewpoints.

Listening:
Understand limited matters regularly encountered in and out of school, 
even if they are not spoken deliberately (vocabulary, structures, 
pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, speed) so that the listener 
can understand.

Find learning grade-level appropriate materials independently and in 
group challenging, but with individualized instruction, understand them 
partially.

Reading:
Carry out reading aloud grade level appropriate materials such as 
explanatory texts and literary works, though re-read and mis-read and 
lacks fluency.

Find understanding details of contents challenging because of limited 
range of vocabulary, but understand gist and main points of grade-
level appropriate explanatory texts and literary works, with individual 
guidance.

Synthesize and report information and arguments from a number of sources.

Listening:
Understand limited matters regularly encountered in and out of school, 
even if they are not spoken deliberately (vocabulary, structures, 
pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, speed) so that the listener 
can understand.

Find learning grade-level appropriate materials independently and in 
group challenging, but with individualized instruction, understand them 
partially.

Reading:
Carry out reading aloud grade level appropriate materials such as 
explanatory texts and literary works, though re-read and mis-read and 
lacks fluency.

Find understanding details of contents challenging because of limited 
range of vocabulary, but understand gist and main points of grade-
level appropriate explanatory texts and literary works, with individual 
guidance.

With individual guidance, understand gist and main points of grade-level appropriate explanatory texts and literary works.
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Level 5Level 5

Standards: Interpersonal (Speaking) Learning Goals

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction, and sustained relationships with native speakers quite 
possible without imposing strain on either party.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Highlight the personal significance of events and experiences, account for and sustain views clearly by providing relevant explanations 
and arguments. 

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Take an active part in informal discussion in familiar contexts, commenting, putting point of view clearly, evaluating alternative proposals 
and making and responding to hypotheses.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

With some effort catch much of what is said around him/her in discussion, but may find it difficult to participate effectively in discussion 
with several native speakers who do not modify their language in any way.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions. Account for and sustain his/her opinions in discussion by providing relevant explanations, arguments and comments.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Participate actively in routine and non-routine formal discussion.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Follow the discussion on matters related to his/her field, understand in detail the points given prominence by the speaker.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Contribute, account for and sustain his/her opinion, evaluate alternative proposals and make and respond to hypotheses.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Explain a problem which has arisen and make it clear that the provider of the service/customer must make a concession.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Pass on detailed information reliably.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Give a clear, detailed description of how to carry out a procedure.

Spoken Interaction:
Participate passively in class discussions understanding the main 
point although the responses are short and the contents are limited.

Keep up with conversations on topics pertain directly to everyday life  
and his/her personal interest without preparation, but because the 
responses are limited to learned conversational expressions, the 
contents of conversations tend to be shallow.

Spoken Production:
Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Take initiatives in an interview, expand and develop ideas with little help or prodding from an interviewer.
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Level 5Level 5

Standards: Presentational (Writing) Learning Goals

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Give clear, detailed descriptions and presentations on a wide range of subjects related to his/her field of interest, expanding and 
supporting ideas with subsidiary points and relevant examples.

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Write a clear argument, expanding and supporting his/her points of view at some length with subsidiary points and relevant examples.

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Write to construct a chain of reasoned argument.

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Write to explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Give a clear, prepared presentation, giving reasons in support of or against a particular point of view and giving the advantages and 
disadvantages of various options.

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

From a prepared speech, take a series of follow up questions with a degree of fluency and spontaneity which poses no strain for either 
him/herself or the audience.

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Write clear, detailed descriptions on a variety of subjects related to his/her field of interest.

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Write a review of a film, book or play.

Keep up the dialogues, in short phrases, on personal interests such as 
experiences, incidents, dreams and hopes, responding to teacher’s 
questions.

Write an essay or report which develops an argument, giving reasons in support of or against a particular point of view and explaining 
the advantages and disadvantages of various options.
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Level 6Level 6

Standards: Interpretive (Understanding) Learning Goals 

Listening:
Understand the main points of familiar matters regularly encountered 
in and out of school, provided that they are spoken deliberately 
(vocabulary, structures, pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, 
speed) so that the listener can understand.

Understand the main point of many radio or TV programs on current 
affairs or topics of personal interest when the delivery is relatively slow 
and clear.

Reading:
Understand texts that consist mainly of high frequency everyday 
language.

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal 
letters.

Generally follow the main points of extended discussion around him/her, provided speech is clearly articulated in standard dialect.Listening:
Understand the main points of familiar matters regularly encountered 
in and out of school, provided that they are spoken deliberately 
(vocabulary, structures, pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, 
speed) so that the listener can understand.

Understand the main point of many radio or TV programs on current 
affairs or topics of personal interest when the delivery is relatively slow 
and clear.

Reading:
Understand texts that consist mainly of high frequency everyday 
language.

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal 
letters.

Understand simple technical information, such as operating instructions for everyday equipment.

Listening:
Understand the main points of familiar matters regularly encountered 
in and out of school, provided that they are spoken deliberately 
(vocabulary, structures, pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, 
speed) so that the listener can understand.

Understand the main point of many radio or TV programs on current 
affairs or topics of personal interest when the delivery is relatively slow 
and clear.

Reading:
Understand texts that consist mainly of high frequency everyday 
language.

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal 
letters.

Follow detailed directions.

Listening:
Understand the main points of familiar matters regularly encountered 
in and out of school, provided that they are spoken deliberately 
(vocabulary, structures, pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, 
speed) so that the listener can understand.

Understand the main point of many radio or TV programs on current 
affairs or topics of personal interest when the delivery is relatively slow 
and clear.

Reading:
Understand texts that consist mainly of high frequency everyday 
language.

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal 
letters.

Read straightforward factual texts on subjects related to his/her field and interest with a satisfactory level of comprehension.

Listening:
Understand the main points of familiar matters regularly encountered 
in and out of school, provided that they are spoken deliberately 
(vocabulary, structures, pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, 
speed) so that the listener can understand.

Understand the main point of many radio or TV programs on current 
affairs or topics of personal interest when the delivery is relatively slow 
and clear.

Reading:
Understand texts that consist mainly of high frequency everyday 
language.

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal 
letters.

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal letters well enough to correspond regularly with a pen friend.

Listening:
Understand the main points of familiar matters regularly encountered 
in and out of school, provided that they are spoken deliberately 
(vocabulary, structures, pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, 
speed) so that the listener can understand.

Understand the main point of many radio or TV programs on current 
affairs or topics of personal interest when the delivery is relatively slow 
and clear.

Reading:
Understand texts that consist mainly of high frequency everyday 
language.

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal 
letters.

Understand clearly written, straightforward instructions for a piece of equipment.

Listening:
Understand the main points of familiar matters regularly encountered 
in and out of school, provided that they are spoken deliberately 
(vocabulary, structures, pronunciation, topics, flow of conversation, 
speed) so that the listener can understand.

Understand the main point of many radio or TV programs on current 
affairs or topics of personal interest when the delivery is relatively slow 
and clear.

Reading:
Understand texts that consist mainly of high frequency everyday 
language.

Understand the description of events, feelings and wishes in personal 
letters.

Understand the main point of many radio or TV programs on current affairs or topics of personal interest when the delivery is relatively 
slow and clear.
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Level 6Level 6

Standards: Interpersonal (Speaking) Learning Goals

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Follow clearly articulated speech directed at him/her in everyday conversation, though will sometimes have to ask for repetition of 
particular words and phrases.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Enter unprepared into conversations on familiar topics.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Maintain a conversation or discussion but may sometimes be difficult to follow when trying to say exactly what he/she would like to.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Express and respond to feelings such as surprise, happiness, sadness, interest and indifference.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Follow much of what is said that is related to his/her field, provided interlocutors avoid very idiomatic usage and articulate clearly.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Put over a point of view clearly, but has difficulty engaging in debate.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Take part in routine formal discussion of familiar subjects which is conducted in clearly articulated speech in the standard dialect and 
which involves the exchange of factual information, receiving instructions or the discussion of solutions to practical problems.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Deal with most transactions likely to arise whilst traveling, arranging travel or accommodation, or dealing with authorities during a foreign 
visit.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Cope with less routine situations in shops, post offices, banks, e.g. returning an unsatisfactory purchase. Make a complaint.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Deal with most situations likely to arise when making travel arrangements through an agent or when actually traveling, e.g. asking 
passenger where to get off for an unfamiliar destination.

Spoken Interaction:
Deal with most situations likely to arise in school and carry on 
conversation on topics of personal interest or pertinent to everyday life 
(e.g. family, hobbies, work, travel and current events).

Spoken Production:
With scaffolding, communicate his/her ideas and opinions correctly in 
general, using learned conversational expressions. 

Convey information and ideas on abstract as well as concrete topics, check information and ask about or explain problems with 
reasonable precision.
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Level 6Level 6

Standards: Presentational (Writing) Learning Goals

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

From a prepared speech, reasonably fluently sustain a straightforward description of one of a variety of subjects within his/her field of 
interest, presenting it as a linear sequence of points.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.
Write detailed accounts of experiences, describing feelings and reactions.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.
Write to relate the plot of a book or film and describe his/her reactions.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

Write to describe dreams, hopes and ambitions.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

Write to describe events, real or imagined.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

Write and deliver short, rehearsed announcements on a topic pertinent to everyday occurrences in his/her field which, despite possibly 
very foreign stress and intonation, are nevertheless clearly intelligible.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

Write and give a prepared straightforward presentation on a familiar topic within his/her field which is clear enough to be followed without 
difficulty most of the time, and in which the main points are explained with reasonable precision.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

From a prepared speech, take follow up questions, but may have to ask for repetition if the speech was rapid.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

Write straightforward connected texts on a range of familiar subjects within his field of interest, by linking a series of shorter discrete 
elements into a linear sequence.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

Write personal letters and notes asking for or conveying simple information of immediate relevance, getting across the point he/she feels 
to be important.

Writing:
Write connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest.

Write personal letters describing experiences and impressions.

Write accounts of experiences, describing feelings and reactions in simple connected text.
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Level 7Level 7

Standards: Interpretive (Understanding) Learning Goals

Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.

Generally identify the topic of discussion around him/her, when it is conducted slowly and clearly.Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages and announcements.

Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.

Understand simple directions relating to how to get from X to Y, by foot or public transport.

Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.

Understand and extract the essential information from short, recorded passages dealing with predictable everyday matters which are 
delivered slowly and clearly.

Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.

Find specific, predictable information in simple everyday material such as advertisements, prospectuses, menus, reference lists and 
timetables.

Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.
Locate specific information in lists and isolate the information required (e.g. use the ‘Yellow Pages’ to find a service or tradesman).

Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.

Understand everyday signs and notices: in public places, such as streets, restaurants, railway stations; in workplaces, such as 
directions, instructions, hazard warnings.

Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.

Identify specific information in simpler written material he/she encounters such as letters, brochures and short newspaper articles 
describing events.

Listening:
Understand phrases and the high frequency vocabulary related to 
areas of immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and 
family information, shopping, local area, school).

Catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages, 
announcements and instructions. 

Reading:
Read very short, simple texts. Find specific, predictable information in 
simple everyday material such as short stories, advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and timetables.

Understand short simple personal letters.

Read and understand short personal letters.
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Level 7Level 7

Standards: Interpersonal (Speaking) Learning Goals

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Give a simple description or presentation of people, living or working conditions, daily routines, likes/dislikes, etc. as a short series of 
simple phrases and sentences linked into a list.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Deliver very short, rehearsed announcements of predictable, learnt content which are intelligible to listeners who are prepared to 
concentrate.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Interact with reasonable ease in structured situations and short conversations, provided the other person helps if necessary. 

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Manage simple, routine exchanges without undue effort; ask and answer questions and exchange ideas and information on familiar 
topics in predictable everyday situations.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Ask and answer questions and exchange ideas and information on familiar topics in predictable everyday situations.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Express how he/she feels in simple terms, and express thanks.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Generally identify the topic of discussion around him/her when it is conducted slowly and clearly.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Exchange relevant information and give his/her opinion on practical problems when asked directly, provided he/she receives some help 
with formulation and can ask for repetition of key points if necessary.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Discuss what to do next, making and responding to suggestions, asking for and giving directions.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Deal with practical everyday demands: finding out and passing on straightforward factual information.

Spoken Interaction:
Communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple and direct 
exchange of information on familiar topics and activities.

Handle very short social exchanges, even though the student cannot 
usually understand enough to keep the conversation going him/
herself.

Spoken Production:
Use a series of phrases and sentences to describe, in simple terms, 
family and other people and school activities.

Handle very short social exchanges but is rarely able to understand enough to keep conversation going of his/her own accord, though 
he/she can be made to understand if the speaker will take the trouble.

Standards: Presentational (Writing) Learning Goals

Writing:
Write short, simple notes and messages relating to matters in areas of 
immediate need.

Write short, simple notes and messages relating to matters in areas of immediate need.Writing:
Write short, simple notes and messages relating to matters in areas of 
immediate need. Write a series of simple phrases and sentences linked with simple connectors like ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’.

Writing:
Write short, simple notes and messages relating to matters in areas of 
immediate need.

Write short, simple formulaic notes relating to matters in areas of immediate need.

Writing:
Write short, simple notes and messages relating to matters in areas of 
immediate need.

Write very simple personal letters expressing thanks and apology.
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Level 8Level 8

Standards: Interpretive (Understanding) Learning Goals

Listening:
Recognize familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, 
my family and immediate concrete surroundings.

Reading:
Read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in 
hiragana, katakana (MS), and basic kanji (MS) such as familiar 
names, words and very simple sentences, for example on notices and 
posters.

Follow speech which is very slow and carefully articulated, with long pauses for him/her to assimilate meaning.Listening:
Recognize familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, 
my family and immediate concrete surroundings.

Reading:
Read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in 
hiragana, katakana (MS), and basic kanji (MS) such as familiar 
names, words and very simple sentences, for example on notices and 
posters.

Understand instructions addressed carefully and slowly to him/her and follow short, simple directions.

Listening:
Recognize familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, 
my family and immediate concrete surroundings.

Reading:
Read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in 
hiragana, katakana (MS), and basic kanji (MS) such as familiar 
names, words and very simple sentences, for example on notices and 
posters.

Understand very short, simple texts a single phrase at a time, picking up familiar names, words and basic phrases and re-reading as 
required.

Listening:
Recognize familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, 
my family and immediate concrete surroundings.

Reading:
Read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in 
hiragana, katakana (MS), and basic kanji (MS) such as familiar 
names, words and very simple sentences, for example on notices and 
posters.

Understand short, simple messages on postcards.

Listening:
Recognize familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, 
my family and immediate concrete surroundings.

Reading:
Read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in 
hiragana, katakana (MS), and basic kanji (MS) such as familiar 
names, words and very simple sentences, for example on notices and 
posters.

Recognize familiar names, words and very basic phrases on simple notices in the most common everyday situations.

Listening:
Recognize familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, 
my family and immediate concrete surroundings.

Reading:
Read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in 
hiragana, katakana (MS), and basic kanji (MS) such as familiar 
names, words and very simple sentences, for example on notices and 
posters.

Get an idea of the content of simpler informational material and short simple descriptions, especially if there is visual support.

Listening:
Recognize familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, 
my family and immediate concrete surroundings.

Reading:
Read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in 
hiragana, katakana (MS), and basic kanji (MS) such as familiar 
names, words and very simple sentences, for example on notices and 
posters.

Follow short, simple written directions (e.g. to go from X to Y).

Listening:
Recognize familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, 
my family and immediate concrete surroundings.

Reading:
Read and understand typical expressions and sentences written in 
hiragana, katakana (MS), and basic kanji (MS) such as familiar 
names, words and very simple sentences, for example on notices and 
posters.

Read a very short, rehearsed statement – e.g. to introduce a speaker, propose a toast.
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Level 8Level 8

Standards: Interpersonal (Speaking) Learning Goals

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Interact in a simple way but communication is totally dependent on repetition at a slower rate of speech, rephrasing and repair. Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Understand everyday expressions aimed at the satisfaction of simple needs of a concrete type, delivered directly to him/her in clear, slow 
and repeated speech by a sympathetic speaker.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Understand questions and instructions addressed carefully and slowly to him/her and follow short, simple directions.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Make an introduction and use basic greeting and leave-taking expressions.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Ask how people are and react to news.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows. Ask people for things, and give people things.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Handle numbers, quantities, cost and time.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Produce simple mainly isolated phrases about people and places.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Describe him/herself, what he/she does and where he/she lives.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Ask and answer simple questions, initiate and respond to simple statements in areas of immediate need or on very familiar topics.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Ask and answer questions about themselves and other people, where they live, people they know, things they have.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Indicate time by such phrases as next week, last Friday, in November, three o’clock.

Spoken Interaction:
Interact in a simple way provided the other person is prepared to 
repeat or rephrase things at a slower rate of speech and help him/her 
formulate he/she is trying to say. 

Ask and answer simple questions in areas of immediate need or on 
very familiar topics.

Spoken Production:
Use simple phrases and sentences to talk about people he/she 
knows.

Reply in an interview to simple direct questions spoken very slowly and clearly in direct non-idiomatic speech about personal details.

Standards: Presentational (Writing) Learning Goals 

Writing:
Write simple words and sentences related to personal details, for 
example on self-introduction posters.

Ask for or pass on personal details in written form.Writing:
Write simple words and sentences related to personal details, for 
example on self-introduction posters. Write a short simple postcard.

Writing:
Write simple words and sentences related to personal details, for 
example on self-introduction posters.

Write numbers and dates, own name, nationality, address, age, date of birth. 

Writing:
Write simple words and sentences related to personal details, for 
example on self-introduction posters.

Write simple isolated phrases and sentences.

Writing:
Write simple words and sentences related to personal details, for 
example on self-introduction posters.

Write simple phrases and sentences about themselves and imaginary people, where they live and what they do.
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Level 9Level 9

Standards: Interpretive (Understanding) Learning Goals

Listening:
Cannot understand what he/she hears because of limited vocabulary.

Reading:
Cannot read and understand because of limited knowledge in letters, 
vocabulary and grammar.

Phonological Awareness.Listening:
Cannot understand what he/she hears because of limited vocabulary.

Reading:
Cannot read and understand because of limited knowledge in letters, 
vocabulary and grammar.

Engage in everyday classroom routine conversations.

Listening:
Cannot understand what he/she hears because of limited vocabulary.

Reading:
Cannot read and understand because of limited knowledge in letters, 
vocabulary and grammar.

Comprehend and respond simple classroom instruction.

Listening:
Cannot understand what he/she hears because of limited vocabulary.

Reading:
Cannot read and understand because of limited knowledge in letters, 
vocabulary and grammar.

Sound out 46 Hiragana/Katakana letters.

Listening:
Cannot understand what he/she hears because of limited vocabulary.

Reading:
Cannot read and understand because of limited knowledge in letters, 
vocabulary and grammar.

Understand some highly predictable vocabulary and formulaic expressions.

Listening:
Cannot understand what he/she hears because of limited vocabulary.

Reading:
Cannot read and understand because of limited knowledge in letters, 
vocabulary and grammar.

Be able to scan texts.

Listening:
Cannot understand what he/she hears because of limited vocabulary.

Reading:
Cannot read and understand because of limited knowledge in letters, 
vocabulary and grammar.

Recognize simple sentence structure.

Standards: Interpersonal (Speaking) Learning Goals

Spoken Interaction:
Cannot interact because of limited vocabulary and expressions.

Spoken Production:
Cannot communicate his/her ideas because of limited vocabulary and 
expressions.

Attempt to speak Japanese language.Spoken Interaction:
Cannot interact because of limited vocabulary and expressions.

Spoken Production:
Cannot communicate his/her ideas because of limited vocabulary and 
expressions.

Show ability to communicate in contexts related to oneself.

Spoken Interaction:
Cannot interact because of limited vocabulary and expressions.

Spoken Production:
Cannot communicate his/her ideas because of limited vocabulary and 
expressions.

Be able to exchange greetings, give her/him identity, and name a number of familiar objects.

Spoken Interaction:
Cannot interact because of limited vocabulary and expressions.

Spoken Production:
Cannot communicate his/her ideas because of limited vocabulary and 
expressions.

Comprehend basic message and formulaic questions when supported by visual or contextual clues.

Spoken Interaction:
Cannot interact because of limited vocabulary and expressions.

Spoken Production:
Cannot communicate his/her ideas because of limited vocabulary and 
expressions.

Be able to imitate and repeat the modeled words and phrases.

Spoken Interaction:
Cannot interact because of limited vocabulary and expressions.

Spoken Production:
Cannot communicate his/her ideas because of limited vocabulary and 
expressions.

Ask and response formulaic memorized questions.

Spoken Interaction:
Cannot interact because of limited vocabulary and expressions.

Spoken Production:
Cannot communicate his/her ideas because of limited vocabulary and 
expressions.

Be able to produce a sentence using highly practiced words and phrases.

Standards: Presentational (Writing) Learning Goals 

Writing:
Cannot write because of limited knowledge in letters, vocabulary and 
grammar.

Write own name in katakana/hiragana.Writing:
Cannot write because of limited knowledge in letters, vocabulary and 
grammar. Practice writing 46 Hiragana and Katakana letters.

Writing:
Cannot write because of limited knowledge in letters, vocabulary and 
grammar.

Copy words and formulaic phrases and questions.

Writing:
Cannot write because of limited knowledge in letters, vocabulary and 
grammar.

Be able to produce a simple sentence using memorized words and phrases.

Writing:
Cannot write because of limited knowledge in letters, vocabulary and 
grammar.

Dictate simple words and highly practiced phrases.
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